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' Time and Occaſion require and warrant it. When 


| Liberty,in that of Your Royal Perſon and 


To His Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
W Il LL I A M the Third, 


By the Grace and ſignal Providence of God 
KING of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 


Defender of the Faith, &c. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
ST we as Repreſentatives of a Congregation 
of Forreigners eſtabliſhed in theſeYour Ma= 
Jjeſty"sRedtms venture tolay to your feet theſe ſmall 
papers,would be too great a preſumption,did not the 


the Enemies of Your Majeſties moſt Sacred Per- 


ſon and Government, have been ſo bold, as to pull 


off their Masks, and appear bare=faced iu Contri= 


ving the deſtruttion of our common _— and 


OUVerN= 


\ ment; when the Loyal Native Subjels of this 


« 


Kingdom unanimouſly congratulate Your Safety, - 


and make freſh Vows of their Fidelity and Loyalty, 
we could not think it unſeaſonable, that we, who 
are Yours as well as any of them, and therefore as 


early concerned in Your Safety as the reſt of Your © 
- good Subjefts, join with them in Devotion, and 


pling 


= 
- me 
nn 
% 4 
af <'Y 


I A Oo 


- —” Wo - ” 9 OO CO CCS es I Sen <— 


——_ UA I 


The Dedication. | 


plainly expreſs the hearty Sentiments of our Souls 
upon this great Occaſion, And fince both the 
Preaching and Publiſhing of this Sermon are to no 
other End deſigned, why ſhould we doubtYour Ma= | 
Jeſty's Gracious Acceptance of 1t. 

We make bold to aſſure Your Majeſty, our | 
Conſcience bearing Witneſs, that here # | 
nothing ſaid but what comes from a ſincere Inten= | 
tion, and the full Satisfaftion of our Hearts, and 
what 1s the unanimous Senſe of all our Brethren, þ 
who will never fail as long 1s we live to engage our | 
moſt intenſe and moſt affetionate Prayers for the | 
Preſervation of Your Majeſty's Sacred Perſon and 
moſt Glorious Government, and for the Succeſs of 
Your Arms. EN 


es 
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Your moſt Excellent Majeſty's 
Moſt Humble, moſt Loyal, 'and moſt  * 
Obedient Servants and SubjeAs, 


Miniſter and T ruſtees of the German= 
Lutheran Congregation in London. |« 


The | 
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The Finger of God over bis 4wointel,. 


SERMON 


Preached to the 


German Lutheran Congregation'in Trinity-lane, 
Ia their Vulgar Tongue, 


| On Thurſday the 16thof April, 1696. being the 


Thankſpiving-day, @c. 
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{> PSAL CXXXIUL V. 17, 18. 


f 


'T have ordained a Lamp for mine —_ 


Hit Enemies will T clothe with Shame, 
but upon himſelf” ſhall bus Crown flouriſh. 
VV | chantments, before Pharogh, like as they ſaw: 
done by the Power and Command of God , 


ke fore at laſt an ingenious Confeflion in theſe Words : Tha 
finger of God, Exod. 8. v. 18, 19. Whether intend- 

theſe Words to declare that the Produdtion o 
5, 


HEN the Magicians in Egypt had in vain en- 
deavoured to \brivg ro ice by theic En- 


makes 


Lice by. ' 
and Aaron was a Work of Divice Omnipotency ; or to? 
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make their Excuſe, that it had not been for want of Skill and 
Dexterity in Magical Arts, that wh not ſucceed, but that 
. a higher Power, which they called the-Finger of God, had hin- 
dered the Effte&, which otherwiſe had been infallible : Or 
whether they had reſpe& to both theſe Conſiderations, certain 
it is, that the Words contain a full and open Confeflion as well 
'of the Divine Power in it ſelf, as alſo of the Divine Commiſſi- 
on thereof, veſted in Moſes and Aaron. And at the ſame time | 


| 
: . 
| 
| 


+ they afford a grave Admonition and ſeaſonable Reproof to Pha- 
WE rach, his. Houſe, and People, how, in their refratory Diſobe- 


dience and Obſtinacy againſt Moſes and Aaron, they had reſiſted 
k the very Finger of God, and that therefore they had not to do 
I with them, or with che Children of Iſrael, bur rather with the 
4 


living God, whereby it would prove too hard for them ro kick 
ainſt the Pricks, And this confeflion is ſtill fo much the more | 
arkable, not only as it was made before Pharavb, but as'it | 


) 


| 


was made by thoſe Magicians Fannes and Fambres and their Ac+< 
complices, who till chat time bad withſtood Moſes, and endea- | 
voured with the utmoſt of their Skill and Power to. efface the | 
|; Light of the Divine Miracles, thereby to ridicule and diſprove | 
| the High Commiſſion of that great Prophet, For to ſee their | 
| Art fail them, and themſelves in making their Apology before | 
| Pharaoh to acknowledge and ownGod's High Power,and Moſes's | 


RD  — 


_—_ 


'F Divine Commiſfion has probably cauſed as great a Conſterna- 
1 | tion to Pharach and his Houſe, as the Dumb Aſs at another time 
| 
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| cauſedto Balaam the Son of Boſor, when be ſpoke with Man's Voice, 
| and foebgd the Madneſs of that Prophet, 2 Pet. 
| 22, V. 29. 


2. V. 16. Numb. 


| ' Now as we praiſe and ſtrive to innate true Vertue and Ho- | 
q * my, as well in an Enemy as in a Friend, ſo ought we not to | 
F* reject or ſlight a Confeflion upon Record, becauſe it comes tom | 
an Enemy, but rather think it more important and pertinent 
for that very Reaſon. And therefore I ſee no cafiſe, why up- 
on the late great and wonderful Deliverance, which the Sokenp | 
nity of this Day cauſes us to remember, we ſhould not exclaim | 
in theſe yery Words: This is the finger of God. It is needleſs to 
loſe time in giving an Hiſtorieal Account of thoſe Afﬀairs : Can 
there be ſuch @ ftranger in our Engliſh Feruſalem, that know: _ 
things 
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things which are come to pa there in theſe few days paſt ? whereof 


all Papers are full, and all Mouths open, both at Home and 
Abroad : Yet I may endeavour to ſay much thereof in very few 
Words, if I keep to the Hiſtory of the Magicians in Egypt, and 
ſay, Fannes and Fambres and their Crew woxld by the Power of 
Pharaoh's Hoſts and by their own Combinations, bring forth Lice 
into England, but they could not : and that they could nor, this is 
undeniably rhe finger of God. Glory and Praiſe be*to God that 
did not permit them ! This doth the Lord's Anointed, and our 
dread Sovereign acknowledge at this day ; he ſhews both 
his' Command and Example to all his Cabieds co do the 


ſame, an ARion worthy of all Praiſe. Both Houſes of Parlia- ©” 


ment adore the Finger of God for their ProteRion and Deliverance. 
All the Holy Temples in the Land are this Day open by Order 
of the Royal Proclamation, all that are good and true of Heart 
enter the ſame wich Thankſgiving and Praiſe. We the Foreign- 
ers of the German Nation do not keep back. Our Intereſt is moſt 
cloſely united with that of this Land, and the Inhabitants there- 
of. The Perſon of the Lord's Anointed is equally ſacred and 
dear to them and us; England's Peace and Profperity equally 
Precious, moreover, the Glory of God, and the Advancement 


| of the Proteſtant Intereſt is equally amongſt them and us 


counted ineſtimable. Therefore wealſa with the Multitude (of 
England) that keep the Holy-day , are gone into the Houſe of 
God with joy and praiſe. Far be it from us, that our Devotion 
ſhould be ſeparated from theirs, on whole proſperity ours fo 
much depends , and whoſe Temporal and Spiritual Intereſt is 
fo much, yea ſo altogether our own. Far be it, that we, who 
enjoy our part in the deliverance of the King ard his happy 
Government , ſhould keep away from offering the ſacrifice of 


- Thankſgiving for the ſame. The great occaſion of this day re 


quires that as our Church with Hearers, ſo our Hearts ſhould 
be filled with Joy, our Souls with Devotion , andour Mouths 
with Praiſes Whereunto I ſhall endeavour to ſharpen your zeal, 


.by Treating upon.the words of my Text, I have ordained, &Cc. 


from which words I ſhall ſhew you Gods Finger-work in reſpect of 
his Anointed, in theſe three remarkable inſtances. 


B 2 I. 
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L b the Preſervation and Illuſtration of bis Perſon 
IT. In the Shame and Confuſion of his Enemies. 
ITT. Þs the further Ef abliſhing and Setling of bis Government. 


I begin with the firſt,to ſhew the Finger-work of God in the 
Preſervation and Illuſtration of his Anointed. But that this be 
done with Succefs, we muſt do it in good order, and therefore 
we are above all things toenquire, Who this Anointed is that the 
Lord mentions, ſaying, I have ordained, &c. In lo doing we may 
give the Text its due Explication, and alfo find a ſuitable appli- 
cation of the ſame upon the preſent Solemnity. Therefore who 
is this Anointed ? We may perceive at the firſt hearing of the 
words, that it is not an ordinary or private perfon ; forthe A- 
nointing was at all times a particular pre-eminence , and only 
conferred upon ſuch,as were to be Inſtalled into the higheſt Dig- 
nity of Church or State ; fo we read that formerly Kings and 
High Prieſts were Anointed, as alſo ſome Prophets, but now-a- 
days, the cuſtom remains in Kings only at the Solemnity of their 
Coronation. Hence we may colle& that our Text ſpeaks of an 
eminent perſon,of the higheſt rank and quality either in Church 
or Ny”. or both. And whereas the ſame Text mentions a Crown, 
and Royal Seat or Throne is alſo ſpoken of, v.11. which are [n- 
fgvia Regni, it is plain from thence, that the proper obje& of our. 

ext s a perſon endued with Royal Authority and Majeſty. 
This being clear from all doubt,we further enquire, Who this King 
is? yawn, homakrroun take him to beDavid,others the Lord Chriſt ; 
and true it is,that both are mention'd in the Pſalm, David by name, 
and Chriſt by other expreflions. At the beginning of the Plalm 


we have Davids wow of building the Temple, next the bringing in of | 


the Ark of God is ſpoken of, Then he repeats God: ſolemn pro- | 


2niſe made to Dzvid, 2 Sam. 7. 12, 13. both that which was made 
without condition, concerning the fruit of his body the Meſſias, 
and that which was conditional concerning the reſt of his po- 
ſterity and their ſucceflion. Laſtly,rhe mercies ſhewed to Zionare | 


adjoyned, the Spiritual mixt with the Temporal,and at the ſame 6 


zime ſo ordered, that the Spiritual are plainly ſeen in the image: 
of the Temporal ; and of this kind are alſo the words of my 
Text 
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Text. But the Lord Chriſt is ſpoken of nor only by the by, but 
alſo in plain expreflions,immediately before my Text,where God 
ſaith : There will I make the horn of David to bud , which horn 
. is Chriſt, of whom Zacharias the Prieft explains ic in cheſe 
words, Luk. 1. 68. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for be has raiſed 
up 4 Horn of Salvation for us in the bouſe of bus Servant David, as 
he ſpake by the mouth of bis boly Prophets. ere Zacharias quotes 
the holy Prophets ; but we find no other Prophecy in Scripture 
but this, where Chriſt ſtands promiſed unto David, under the 
, | Name of an Her»; other Prophets ſtiling him David's Branch, 
| Jer. 23.5. The Stem of Feſſe, Ila. 11.7. Therefore Zacharias 
muſt have had reſpec to the words afore-mentioned, and taken 
them as ſpeaking of theeſizs ; and his doing ſo,when filled with ” 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſufficiently authorizeth the ſame Application. 
Now, ſince the Plalm not only ſpeaks both of Chri#t and David, 
but alſo puts their ſeveral appropriations indifferently together, 
. | many of which, though in different refſpe&, being applicable to 
4 | both ; this greatly troubles many a Reader and Interpreter, and 
-puts him almoſt to a non-plus, But be we not affrighted at it, 
r | Chrift and David belong together. David was both an Anceſtor 
a | to the Meſſias, and alſo his Type in his Kingdom, the ſlaying of 
h | Goliath,the defeating of the Phil;ftines, and other Inſtances. Hence 
it comes to pals, not only that David ſpeaks in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in the Perſon of David ; but that others alſo, 
ir. even God himſelf, ſpeaks of Chrift, nder the Name of David, 
and takes the Notions from him and his Kingdom, thereby to 
w | deſcribe the Kingdom of the Meſſier, which 1s done partly be- 
Z. | cauſe of the Type, and partly the better to delineate the King-- 
e | dom of Chriſt, and the Execution of his Royal Office. For 
m | ſince Temporal Things are more eaſie to our Underſtanding 
of © than Spiritual, Scripture repreſents the latter under the ſimilicude 
z. | of the former, and in the Kingdom and Vidtory of David, 
de | that of the Meſſias. For the ſame reaſon, Chriſt is alſo called 
,; | by the very Name of Devid, Ezek. 34.23. Hoſ. 3. 5.. Mean 
io. | fime, David and Chrift, the Type and Antitype, mult not be 
ire | confounded ; but their Perſons, Aetributes and A&ions require 
| a diſtin& Conſideration, in regard of the Prefiguration, and the 
ge. fulfilling of the ſame. Some things concern David alone, ſome 
ny Chriſt alone ;. ſome ſpeak of David typice, and admit of an caſie 
-XT accom 
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rly of Chrif, which yet may be applied unto David, and ev 

Bolizver. 11 theſe muſt be well diſtinguiſhed, leſt, in caking 
one Perſon for the ather, that which belongs to Chrif be applied 
to David , or what is properly ſpoken of Chrif, be only raken 
typice of him, and properly of Devid, againſt the Intention of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in which many have often failed, to the preju- 
dice of Sacred/Truth ; bur care muſt be taken that every Predi- 
catum be given to its true SubjeR, as it.is ſpoken of the ſame, 
eicher improprie or proprie, in the diſcerning whereof, _— 
muſt be had to the Analogy of Faith, and Harmony of the 
Scriptures. 


Now concerning my Text, which is the end of the 142 Pſalm, 
the words thereof ſpeak both of David and Chrift ; of Chriſt 
chiefly and properly, of David typice & per accommodationens ; 
like as alſo the 18th, 2oth, and other P/alms. Therefore the 
Lord's Anointed is chiefly and properly the Lord Chriſt. There 
is reaſon why in all the places of Scripture, where an Anointed, 
or the Lord's Anointed is mentioned without a Name, or ſome 
other reſtriion expreſly added, we ſhould firſt of all chink up- 
on Chriſt, who ſo much more properly carries the Title by rea- 
ſon of his Three-fold Office, as God has anointed bim with the 
on] of gladneſs above bu fellows, Plal. 45. 8. that is to ſay, nor by 
meaſure, Heb. 1. 9. Joh. 3. 34- For altho* many were anointed 
at all crimes, as Devid, and othet Kings, the —_—— alſo and 
ſome Prophets of the Old Teſtament, as aforefaid, as there are 
alſo anointed Kings at this day, not to lay that the Un&ion in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe is common to every true member of Chriſt, yer 
we may lay in imitation of St. Paw/, 1 Cor. 8 5, 6. Though there 
be that are called Anointed, as there be many ſuch, yet to ws there « 
but one Anointed, the Lord Feſas Chriſt, whole Types thoſe were 
that were formerly, and by whom the Kings of old, as well as 
thoſe that are now, have obtained their Un&ion, to be his Vice- 
gerents. We may obſerve how the Anointed themſelves, ſuch 
- as David, &«c. do ſpeak and prophecy of th# Anointed ; thereby 
"0 ſhew, that they owned him far more excellencly fo co be, in 
whole regard they were always willing to quit - that eminenc 
Title,and be called Kings and Prophets, rather than Chriſts, con- 
ldering 


accommodation. upon Chriſt. Again, ſome things ſpeak pro- * 
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fidering that though chey were all taken together, yer they were 
not onl unable to execue the Office of Chriſt, whereto an eter- 
nal and divine Perſon was required, but that they were hardly 
able ſufficiently to repreſent him as Types, for which reaſon 
there was need for a continual ſucceſſion. Since therefore God's 
Anointed is mentioned here ſimpliciſtme without any reſtriction 
or addition, there is reaſon' enough thereby ro underſtang the 
Lord Chriſt. 'Tis true, the name of David is in'the foregoing 
words; but this gives no full Argameot, why this Text ſhould 
ſpeak of him chiefly, particularly ſince there is reaſon enough to 
refle& upon the Horn of David, in the words iminediately pre- 
ceding, which by an immediate inſpiration of the Holy Ghot 
were applied to Chriſt, as we have already obſerved. 


At the ſame time we do not ſay but that an accommodation 
of the words may be made upon David allo, to whom the Ti- 
tle of the Lord's Anointed belongs by reaſon of his Kingdom, 
and to whom feveral ocher chings agree that are ſpaken of in 
this Pſalm, and particularly in my-Text. And as the-Contexe 
makes this unqueſtionable, ſo it allows us alſo to accommodare 
the ſame to other Kings, where there is any proportionate ſimi- 
licude. ' This done with diſcretion, is ſo far from being contrary 
to the intention of the Holy Ghoſt,that ic is very conſonant to ic, 
and of a commendable uſe, for which the Scriptures are given 
us. For inſtance, in the-20th Pſa/m, when David band oft 
Chciſt ſpeaks theſe words, v. 6. Now know 1 that the Lord ſaveth 
by - anointed, he not only includes himſelf there alſo, but at the 
ſame time preſcribes to all Subjects a Form of Supplication-co 
God for their Magiſtrates. The ſame we thigk of our Text, 
finding that it {peaks properly of- Chriſt, and fo far of Dawd, 
as he was the Type'of: Chriſt, and that. the ſame may be appli», 
ed to other Kings and Princes: The grotnd of the application 
is the Union by which they are made Chriſt's Vice-gerents, 
beſides that they in the Communion of Saints, as ſacred and ſpi« 
ricually anointed Perſons do belong to Chriſt, to whozn,, as their- 


Head, they are inſeparably united, In both theſe reſpe&s oug = 


King allo is the Lord's Anointed, and fo is-he alſo the Objedt of oug 
Text. He is to theſe Kingdoms , what David was to 1{oel for-. 
merly : not to fay now that there has been, and is ſtill, a great 


parallel 
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parallet between his fate and David's, which makes the appli» ” 


- 
LI 


"*hec bis Enemies, and performed the work of redemp 
| de ls') 


cation the more illuſtrious. 


We know now who the Lord's Anointed is, ſee we next God's 
Finger-work in reſpec of him, and firſt in his manifeſt Preſerya- 


tion and Iliaftration. Concerning this the Lord's mouth hath 


ſpoken ſaying ; 1 have ordained a lamp for mine Anointed. Confi- 
der we diltindtly the application of theſe words , 1. #pon Chrif, 
2. «pon Dawid, 3. upon our King. 


r. Concerning Chriſt, of whom this is properly ſpoken , we 
know that one of the names which belong to him as the Mefli- 
as, is that of -Ligbt, 1/a.60. x. Fob. 1.9. Luke 2. 23. but this is nor 
what my "Text intends, for it ſays not ; Thave ordained mine A- 
nointed for -a light; but, WWh? 41 NIN, 1 have ordained a 
Lamp for minis Anointed. The word 1) is generally accepted for 
a lamp'or lantern', and is' taken in Pſal. T19. 105. Prov. 6. 23: 
2 Pet: x. 19g.\for the word of God, in 1 Kin.1t. 36. & 2 Kin: 8.19, 
it intimates glory, 2 Sem. 22, 29. /q.it tends'tovicory, in Kin. 
15.4 i denotes poſterity. ' Now in all theſe reſpedts God has or- 
Gita lampto his/Anoinced , the Lord Chriſt. A lamp of 
Scripeure.. was ordained for him, the teftimony of all Prophets. 


of his fleſh, did often take-gptice-ot chis lamp. Search 


o mee ery Prophets witntſs, 8c. As 10.43. Our Saviour 
in the days 


the , They beſtifie of me, Fob. 5.539; Hither we may refer 
Gods teſtimony concerning Chriſt arthe river of _— allo 
the teſtimony of Foby the. Baptif , andthe Miracles of: Chriſt 


birnſelf,-5%5 A lamp'of Glory God oedained for Chriſt 3 ina» 


dorning his:humgane nature: with majeſty: and glory. + P/alv: 8.5. 
Thou haſt crowned bim ovith\glory and bonour rbou madeft him to 
buy dowinks'over the ai of 1by hand: anvil 

and majeſty baff thou laid upon” », : 'Dhis Majeſty is a/kr6e falve; 


2bich is ab06'#&) ware; Philip. 2. 9. ' in which Divme power 


(82 /6f, 2152414 glory 4s great im thy ſalvation. All the 


| redvomed ates many Trophies, and make up a glorious = of 
iy & ,3:?:1 0 of Victory. 
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and-Pfal. zi: grbentur. 


of 'the Gadbead, which 2wellarb ty bim bodily; uyid all che treaſbres of. 
 9i{dorks at knrorn ledge bit ate bid mbins, Colol'2.9. 3. thruame 


vidory. Tho' our Saviour had no poſterity after the _ 
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yet a great many are ſpiritually begotten by him, and their 
number increaſes daily , from the womp of the morning, the 
dew of bis youth, Pſal. 110.3. | mean from the Preaching 
of his Holy Gcſpel. Thele are the lamp of Chriſt. In 
them the Name of Jeſus ſhews its luſtre and ſhines forth 
"from Sea to Sea, even unto the ends of the earth, abundantly 
more than in any natural poſterity. All theſe things taken 
rogether make a very clear lamp, by which the glory of the 
Lord Jeſus may be plainly diſcoyered by any that doth not 
wiltully ſhut his Eyes. . 


2. Though the Ordaining of the Lamp, was chiefly and 
properly promiled in reſpe& of Chriſt ; yet, as we have of- 
ren ſaid, it may in ſome meaſure be very well accommo- ' 
dated unto David. Firſt, God made David himſelf to be a 
Lamp or Light, in placing him upon the Royal Throne in 
Iſrael, to make the fame illuſtrious by the Rays of his Wil- 
dom, Piety, Prudence and Conduct. Hence himſelf was 
called a Light or Lamp in Iſrael, and his preſervation was 
thought neceſſary upon that account, 2 Sam. 21. 17. But 
God alſo ordained a Lamp unto David, in adorning him 
withValour and Courage.and crowning him withVidtory and w_ 
Succeſs. Even yet before he was God's Anointed, I mean, 
before he was Anointed the ſecond time, and actually began 
his Reign, God ordained him a Lamp, in deſtroying Geliath 
the Philiſtine, which cauſed 1rael to ſing, Sau! bath lain bu 
thouſands, and David bu ten thouſands, 1 Sam. 18. 7. This 
Lamp burnt clearer, when the Lord ſettled his Kingdom, 
and ſubdued under him all his Enemies round about him, 
inſomuch that his Valour was not only admired by his Sub- 
jects, but generally known and feared throughout many Na- 
tions. He had his Heirs alſo and Succeſſors in his Throne, 
and finally the Greateſt of Kings, the Meſizs, coming forth 
from his Family, in whom are exactly fulfilled both his own 
Prophecies, and thoſe of other Prophets, This David 
reckoned to be the greateſt of God's Mercies, and that chiefly 
in this particular a Lamp was ordained for him. 
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3. To ſpeak of the Anointed of God, His Preſent Majeſty, 
our Dread Sovereign, KING WILLIAM, we may truly ſay, 
that God bas ordained a Lamp for him. As God has made him 
to be a Light and Lamp to thele Nations, in placing him 
upon the Throne, that he ſhould ſhine before us in his 
happy Government, and with his Royal Example, and be 
a Light to defend us, as with a Flaming Sword, againſt our 
Enemies abroad, and all Confufions at home; fo likewiſe 
has he ordained a Lamp for him, both before and fince he 
came to the Throne. If it be true, as ſome ſay it is, that 
ſome time ago, when his Plenipotentiary took the Ho- 
mage for Him from his Subjects in Orange, a Light was ſeen 
there, together with Three Crowns on Heaven, then we 
may truly ſay, it was an extraordinary anda wondrous Lamp, 
to prophecy theſe Three Crowns which he now weares. 
But becauſe the truth of ſuch an Appearance might be que- 
ſtioned, and partly aſcribed to the bare Fancy of the Be- 
holders, it has. pleaſed God to ordain a mere conſpicuous 
Lamp for this his Anointed. I will paſs by all other remar- 
kable Inſtances, and only take notice, that God made him 
the happy Inſtrument of delivering theſe Kingdoms from the 
Yoke and Tyranny of Babel. How glorious a Lamp did God 
ordain for him in this Action 2 The boiſterous and cumul- 
tuous Sea, in the moſt tempeſtuous Seaſon of the Year, muſt 
become a great calm, that he mighe paſs it with his Fleet and 
Army, and happily land in England on his Birth-day, the next 
Day atter being a Day remarkable in this Kingdom, by reaſon 
ofthe Diſcovery of the Gun-powder Plot,in 1605. All which 
leem'd happily to foretell us the bleſſed conſequence, which 
was, That the whole Nation fell co him, without a Sword 
drawn, the Yoke of Arbitrary Power, and other Hardſhips, 
which Babel had put upon us, was broken from off our ſhoul- 
ders. A thing unheard of ! Shall not this be written for the 
generation to come, that the people which ſhall be created, may 
praiſe the Lord for it ? O the glorious Lamp ! It ſhone ſo clear 
in the Eyes of the States of this Realm, that they defired to 
dwell under the Luſtre and ProteRion thereof , and there- 
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” fore Crowned him with the Royal Diadem, which none 


deſerved fo well as he, by whoſe bands God had delivered 
them and vindicated their Liberty and Religion. As for- 
merly the Children of Jrael thought it a good reaſon, why 
David and none elſe ought to be their King,when Abner ſaid 
to them, The Lord has ſpoken of David, ſaying : by my Servant 
David will 1 ſave my People Iſrael out of the hand of 'the Phi- 
liſtines, and out of the hand of all their Enemies, 2 Sam. 3. 18. 
So likewiſe Ergland,from that Deliverance which had happen- 
ed already, unantmouſly concluded : WILLLAM has ſaved us 
from Slavery and Popery. Thoſe that would deſtroy our 
Religion and Liberty, are fled from us ; therefore who but 
he ſhould be our King ? And ſince that time , how many a 
Lamp of Preſervation, Glory and Victory has not the Lord 
ordained for his Anointed ? His arm has been victorious a- 
gainſt his Enemies and rebellious SubjeAs : he has reduced 
lreland to obedience and Scotland to quietneſs: How miracu- 
louſly has the Lord preſerved him at the head of his Army 2 
He diſabled the Cannon balls, and made them fall near him, 
as it were to reſpec rather than to hurt his Perſon. So doth 
the raging Sea at other times. The ſtrongeſt Towers and 
Caſtles of the Enemies have ſubmitted ro him : An Army 
of an hundred tbouſand men ſaw, but could not hinder ir. 
Some unlucky accigents have happened ſometimes, yet they 
were ſuch, as inſtead of obfuſcating the Lamp of our King, 
made it burn ſo much clearer, that thereby the more parti- 
cular care of God in preſerving his Anointed, and his own 
admirable conduc, became more evident and conſpicuous. 
Such a Lamp' God has ordained him before his Subje&s, his 
Allies, yea his very Enemies, thatthe remoteſt Lands ſpeak 
aloud of his Veriue and Valour, and chiefly of this, char 
God is with him, Particularly now of late his Lamp has 
been magnified, and made more illuſtrious than ever, by 
the miraculous deliverance of his Royal Perſon and Go- 
vernment from the late horrid and dangerous Conſpiracy. 
Whoever dives into the bottom of this Deſign , and ſes 
how it was laid as deep as Hell could lay it, how Sax! had 


a'hand in it, how Pharaoh, tho' behind the Curtain, yet — 
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loying thereunto the molt faithful and moſt experienced of. 
his Warriours ; Whoever further obſerves the unexpected. 
Diſcovery of his Plot againſt the Lord's Anointed, and re- 
marks, that it was made by ſuch as are in the ſame Con- 
demnation, which certainly cannot be aſcribed to the good- 
neſs of their. Temper, for then they could never have -been 
involved in ſo deteſtable a Villany, but only to the Finger 
of God which ſearcheth the hearts and reins, and changes 
them when he pleaſes: I fay , whoever conſiders this, will. 
find the glorious Light of this Lamp: ſtrike into his. 
Eyes, and plainly perceive that God preſerves the King, 
and alſo by this way of preſervation magnifies him more: 
and more in the Eyes of his Enemies, as well as-of his 
Friends and Subjeats. And whoever will not ſee by this. 
Lamp, that the Hand of God is wich our King , both with. 
his Perſon and Government, is certainly blind at Noon-day. 
Moreover, I have reaſon to ſay, that whoever is not here- 
by moved to acknowledge his High Commiſſion, and to. 
relpe&t his Royal Perſon upon that account , but ſtill re- 
mains obſtinate and contumacious, the ſame reſiſts the Fin- 
ger of God, and ſhall bear bis —_— As to. the Lamp of 
Poſterity, tho? our King has no Iflue of his Body to fit on. 
his Throne after him, yer ſuch s Succeſſion 1: ſetled as contents-. 
bis Soul, and ſecures our Religion and Liberty. Moreover, his. 
glorious Acts will be an everlaſting Statue unto him. Our, 
| Religion and Liberty in this Kingdom will be counted his. 
Poſterity throughout all the World. And as long as the Go- 
ſþel is preached in this Land, which we heartily wiſh and. 
confidently hope, will continue to the end of the World, 
, fo long ſhall alſo this Work of God's Finger over his Anoint- 
| ed, be told for an everlaſting Memorial. 
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Y. Proceed we now to confider the Finger work of God in - 
the ſhame and confuſion of the Enemies of Fi Anoimed. His . 
Enemies, (aith God, I will clothe with ſhame. Now accord- 
to the different obje&, as aforeſaid, the Enemies alſo are 
different. Firſt and properly as to Chriſt ; Ir age ſeem. 
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'F ftrange chat Chrift the Anointed of God, the King of Glo- 
| ry, ſhould have Enemies, he that has done Evilto-none, and 
Good to all Mankind. But fo it is, and ſo God has deter-/ 
mined concerning Chriſt and concerning all that are his, 
Gen..3.15.. God ſpeaks to the Serpent, 7 will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the Woman, between thy ſeed and ber ſeed. And 
{fo it was ordered for our Comfort, that we ſhould not think 
it ſtrange, if we alſo perceive that there are Enemies a--. 
inſt us. Now of Chriſt's Enemies are chiefly meant the 
Spiritual, Sin, Death, Hell, the Devil, the whole Forld allo 
as it lresin wickednef, 1 John 5.19. the whole power of dark-' 
yep, Then his Corporal Enemies alſo, of which there - 
were not a few, ſuch as Pſal. 2. wer. 2. ſpeaks of, The Kings 
of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take counſel together 
againſt the Lord and againſt his Anointed. To thele chiefly be- 
long, Judas 1cariot that betrayed him, Herod, Pontins Pi- 
late, together with their Courtiers , Soldiers, -Executioners; 
&c. The whole Clergy, yeathe whole Nation of the Jews, 
which were his own, his Fleſh and Blood, who ought to 
receive him with kindneſs, as he was ſent for their Good, 
but treated him as their Enemy, and with that baſenefs, thar 
at. the laſt they murder'd him on the Croſs. Alſo the Per- 
ſecutors of the Chriſtians, Nero, Fulianus Apoſtata, &c, the 
Hereticks, Ebjon, Cerinthus , Arias , &c. and many others. 
To all them God denounces Shame and Confuſion. His 
Enemies be will clothe with ſhame. The words are remarka- 
ble, for like as wer{. 16. God promiſing ſome particular Be- 
nefics to the Miniſters of his holy- Word, faith thus, I wb. 
clothe her Prieſts with ſalvation 3 which imports thus much : 
They ſhall be endowed with all forts of Happineſs, ſo ful- 
ly. and fo conſtantly, that Happineſs ſhall become their own - 
no leſs than their own Garments ; ſo here he threatens the 
Enemies of his Anointed, to ſurround and cover them with 
Diſhonour and Reproach,ſo cloſely and throughly, as cloaths 
can cover a Body, anda Girdle tye them about it. Which 
alſo has been fulfilled in them. For as 'tis evident concern- 
ing the Spiritual Enemies of Chriſt , how the Goſpel ſets 
forth our Redemption wrought by the Blood of Chriſt to their de- 
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x John 3. 8. x Cor. 15. 54, 55. and in other places; fo 
neither did his other Enemies fare any better, Fuda's fate 
is well known; He hang'd himſelf, and falling himſelf head- 
long bur#t aſunder in the mid, and all bis bowels guſhed out. A 
great inftance of the fulfilling of my Text, and of P/al. 
109. werſ. 18, 19. As be cletbed bimſelf with curſing , as with a 
garment, ſo it 11 come into his bowels,&c. Herod and Pontixs Pilate 
both mocking Chriſt, arraying him in a Garment ,one in white, 


| the other » purple, have had their Names long ſince covered 


with ignominy inthis World, and their greateſt ſhame and 


; confuſion they have yet to undergo at the Reſurreion of 
the Juſt, The Jewiſh Clergy and whole Nation, bear an 


indelible Shame and Reproach before all Nations, ever ſince 
that time to this very day, and will ſo to the end of the 
World, unleſs the great Conwerſion', Hol. 3. 5. Rom. 11. 25, 
26, take it off in God's own time. . The Perſecutors al- 
ſo amongſt the Heathen, and many of the Sowers of He- 
refie, ſaw themſelves ſurrounded with Shame, either before 


_ died, or in the moment of their Death. So properly - 
an 


ſo fully are theſe words fulfilled concerning Chriſt. 


2. David's Enemies both at home and abroad have found _ 


the fame Words true in themſelves Who knows not how 
he defeated the Philiſtines, how he-encountred that mon- 
ftrous Giant Gokath, in terrible Armour, how he prevail'd 
over him with a ſling and @ Stone, and ſmote the Philiſtine and 
flew him, and cut off bis head with his own Sword, 1 Sam. 17. 
5O, 51. What Shame the Amonites were put to when their 
Metropolis was taken, and the Inhabitants thereof were pat under 
ſaws, and under barrows of iron, and under axes of iron, 2. Sam. 
12, 31. His Father-in-law, that ſought to ſlay him, fell upon 
bis own Sword, 1 Sam. 31. 4. and after his Death ſuffered 
Tgnominy in his Poſterity, which were hanged by the Gibeonites 
before the Lord, 2 Sam. 21. 8, 9. Achitophel hanged bimſelf, 
2 Sam. 17. 23. Abſalom was taken up by his bead on a great Oak 
between Heaven and Earth, through whoſe Heart Foab thruſt 
three Darts, and ten young men [mote bim and ſlew him, = 

| im 


ftrufion and ſhame, Hebr. 2.14, 15. Gen. 4. 15. Pſal. 110. 24 4 
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| bim into a great Pit in the Wood, and laid a wery great heap of 


Srones upon him, which and the Pillar which he had reared 
vp for himſelf, were Statues of Ignominy to his unnatural 
Rebellion, 2 Sam. 18. 9, 14, 15, 17, 18. Sheba alſo the Son 
of - Bichri loſt his Head for his InfurreRion againſt David, 
cap.20. v 22, Thus were his Enemies cloathed with Shame. 


3. Shame and Confuſion has alſo at all times attended the 
Enemies of KING WILLIAM. Great and many 
have been his Foes ;_but Ignominy has been their Raiment 
and Girdle. To repeat all the Initances of this Head, a Day 
would hardly ſuffice us: However, moſt of them are ftill 
had in Remembrance. But that which the Solemnity of 
this Day puts us in Mind of, is a ſufficient Evidence of this 
Truth, Can greater or baſer Enemies be thought of, 
Gn thoſe that ingaged rhemlelves in this horrid Confpira- 
cy to aſſaſſinate the King, and at once to deſtroy his Royal 
Perſon and Government : But bchold what Shame and Con- 
fuſion they are brought to! They who had cloathed them- 
ſelves with Violence as with a Garment, whoſe Hands and Fees 
did haſten ts ſhed Blood, to murder the Lord's Anointed, that 
had maliciouſly combined themſelves againſt his Life, and 
thereby ſought to bereave us of our Liberty and Religion, 


| to bring the Inheritance of God to Confuſion, and to divide it 


as a Prey among themſelves, their Hands and Feet are ſince 
put in Shackles and Stocks of Iron, ſome of them have their 
juſt reward already, their Throats aſtringed with a Rope, 
their Bodies diveſted of Honour and Covering, diſmembred, 
diſſe&ted, their Bowels burnt, cheir Heads and Quarters 
hang'd up as the Marks of a juſt Puniſhment of Traiterous 
Villany ; others are till kept in Priſon, as rbe Children of 


| Death, their Hearts miſgiving them, upon the Expectation 


of the juſt Judgment that is upon them, who are now be- 
come the Abomination of all People : In all which as they have 
been rewarded according to their deeds, and according to the 
Wickedneſs of their own Inventions, 1o thereby they are made a 
Shame and Reproach to all Poſtericy, which will fay of 
them ; Behold theſe bad privily laid a net to deſtroy the Lord's 
Anointed 
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in the ſame net, which they bid privily, is their Foot takes, be- 


brought forth falſhood : But their miſchief returned upon thei own 
head, and their violent dealing came down upon their own Pate : 
So lt all thine Enemies periſh O Lord ! Such as are fled 
to keep themſelves in ſafety, have yer their ſhare of the 
ward, and ſo much more as they make a greater ſhew in the 
World. Their Faces muſt need be filed with ſhame ; ſeeing 
they had intended miſchief , and imagined Jo a device as 
they were not able to perform; and that it they were not 
the Contrivers, yet have ſhewed themſelves the Favourers 
and 'Supporters, or at leaſt the Approvers of ſuch a' helliſh 
Deſign, which as certainly had him who was @ wmnrderer 
rom the beginning for its Father, as it had his neare(t Kin, a 
Generation of Baſtlicks for its Midwife, a Deſign, without con- 
troverſie, moſt horridly wicked, which all Chriſtians abomi- 
nate, all honeſt Men deteſt ; from which, 1 dare ſay, the 
very Papiſts, ſuch as wereunconcerned, will bleſs themſelves 
with making a thouſand Croſſes about them. Turk and Tar- 
- rar will be aoniſh'd at it ; and Gath and Astelon, who think 
Pu no Wickedneſs too great, will yet ſhamefully diſown this. 
Thus have the Enemies of our King, who thought to diveſt 


_— Reproach and Confuſion for themlelyes. 


' Obſerve we in the Third and Laſt Place, the Finger-work 

'God in the further efabliſhing and ſettling the Government of 

& Anointed. Concerning this, God ſays, But wpon bimſelf 

ſhall bis Crown flouriſh. The )in v991 is rightly tranſlated Bar. 

For in the words. a reſpe& is had to the Enemies of the Per- 

ſon and Government of the Lord's Anointed,and ſhewn, that 

— their Undertakings do not anſwer their ExpeQations againſt 
/ him ; but on the contrary, are fo turn'd, that. they prove 

- advantageous to him, to the Glory of his Perſon, and the 

| Security of his Kingdom. 


Anointed, they had dipged @ pit for his Soul, and for our 
ligion and Liberty ; but they ſunk down.m the Pit they bad made, 


bold they travelled with iniquity, and bad conceived miſchief, and 


from Juſtice, and thoſe no leſs who remained . pot Jong, 
he Re- 


him of His Majeſty, received an ignominious raiment of 
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The wordstaken of Chriſt in their proper ſenſe , contain a 
full promiſe of his Kingdom and Government , and of the 
nan ern and continuance thereof, To this end a Crown 
is mentioned, which is an Embleme of the Majelty of earth- 
ly Kings. Now Chriſts Crown is no ſuch as the Kings of 
this world have, for his Kingdom is not of this world 3 bur 
it denotes that Kingly Government , into which his Father 
has placed him. So Pſal. 21. 3. it's ſaid of him, Thou ſetteſt a 
Crown of pure gold on bus head : whereby his ſfupream power 
and dominion is ſignified, to which none other in heaven or 
earth can be compared, which our Saviour himſelf thus de- 
ſcribes: Matth. 28. 18. All power « given unto me in heaven 
and earth. See allo, Pſal. 8. Heb. 2.10. And this Sovereign 
Dominicn in his Kingdom is called bx Crown, fo the per- 
f:&tion and continuance thereof, is intimated in the words, it 
ſhall flouriſh upen him ; it's glorious perfe tion and beauty by 
the word F'S denoting a flower, full and open, pleafant and 
glorious in its excellent beauty to the eyes of all beholders : 
and its everlaſting duration , by the whole expreſſion ſhall 
flouriſh upon him, 5. e. as long as himſelf ſhall endure, which 
is for ever, without any decay, fading or diminiſhing, the fu- 
ture V\'Y denotes a continuing a, and the never ceaſing of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is known from, Dan. 7. 13. 14.Luk. 
I. 32, 33.P/. 72.5. This Crown is Chriſts Crown by a 
two-fold right, 1. By right of the perſonal union, of which St. 
Paul ſpeaks,Coloſ. 2.3. 2. By right of exaltation, aſter his active 
and paſſive obedience, Pbz/. 2. 9. and that this Crown ſhould 
continue for ever and flouriſh upon him, God himſelf plain- 
ly ſaid to the Meflias, Pſal. 116. 1. Sit thou at my right band, 
until 1 make thine enemies thy footſtool, The deſtroying of the 
enemies till none be left, plainly denotes a firm and everlaſt- 
ing ſettlement of his Crown and Dominion. Neither ſhall 
we think amiſs of the word, fit rhou wntil, for this until doth 
not limic theduration of the Kingdom, but ſpeaks of the ceſ- 
ſation of that part of Royal exerciſe, which conſiſts in the 
ſubduing of the enemies Jeeing after death is ſubCued,which is rhe 
laft etiemy,there will be none more left to ſubdue ; and fo thar 


word doth not intimate any decay of the Goverament, bur 
D fore- 
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foretells the end of all Rebellion againſt ic,by which the glo- 
ry and majeſty of the Lord Jeſus is fully accompliſhe , and 
his Kingdom ſetled to continue in eminent peace and hap- 
pinels for ever and ever. | 


REY 


As to David, the application is full and plain. You have 
heard of his enemies, among whom was Saul ; his own Fa- | 
ther in-law, who inſtead of reſigning the Crown of I{ael to © 
him, tho' he was ſenſible that the ſame Divine Authority,by | 
which Saul formerly had attained unto it, had now conferr'd *' 

/it unto David, endeavoured moſt wickedly to take him off ' 
/ one way or other,that ſo aſter Davids death he might en- | 
tail it upon his own poſterity. Abzer , the Champion for ' 
the houſe of Sasl,did all he could to preſerve the Crown for 
| 

\ 

| 


/ one of his Maſters Sons. Afterwards Abſalom would ſee *' 

/ himſelf King of Iſrael, being followed by great multicudes, | 
and afliſted by Achiropbel. But all in vain , God had given. 

/ the Crown to David; and therefore he was rightful King :_ 
and fo all muſt work together for Davids good, and for the 
farer eſtabliſhing of his Government. Abner came in along . 
with that part of Jae}, which till then had declined toſwear 
homage to David. Abſalom: dreadful exit,and Sbeba's ſhame- 
ful execution, thus terrified all the Malecontents, that from 
that time forth they never lifted up a finger againſt David. 
Who doubtleſs, together with the true affeted 17aelites, have 
put the Kingdom in ſuch a ſtate of defence, and taken ſuch 
Care in every particular, as mighe produce the full ſettlemenc- 


he enjoyed during his life, the flouriſhing of his Crown u 
on himſelf, and that he was able to deliver the ſame himſelf, 
to his deſigned Succeflor King Selomon, upon whoſe poſteri- 
ty the ſame remained for ſeveral Generations, and would 


havelonger , had they obſerved the condition annexed to 


that promiſe. However in Chriſt Jeſus the Son of David, is | 


that fulfilled, which may be thought defective in his other 
poſterity. 


Concerning our K ING, that great Pattern and Paral- 
lel of David, God has given him an Imperial Crown which 
Ws. 
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we may Call bi; Crown. Ir is evident, how God's remarka- 
ble Providence has extoll'd him to the ſame, not only by 
making him an Offspring of the Kings of England, and a 
Prince of the Royal Blood, but alſo by bzſtowing upon him 
m Marriage, a Princeſs moſt Tiluſtrious in all Reſpecs, 
which was the firſt Princeſs of, and alſo the firſt undoubted 
Heir to theſe Kingdoms ; and afterwards by making him 
his Glorious Inſtrument of delivering theſe Nations from Sla- 
very and Idolatry, a Merit, which none but Heaven can 
reward”, whereupon bÞ Influence of the ſame, the States 
of the Realm, and the Heads of the Tribes of the Engliſh 
Iſrael, by conſent of the whole Nation, to the Joy of the 
greateſt part of Europe, the full Satisfaction of the annexed 
Crowns and other Provinces. ( /alus pablica this abſolutely 
requiring) have proclaimed him their King, and confirmed 
the Crown upon him ; which therefore is His Crown. And 
though his Enemies regard this Crown with an evil Eye, 
and have contrived many Machinations againſt it, both in 
Publick and Private, yet doth it fowriſh him, tothis ve- 


ry Hour, a Thorn in the Eyes of his Enemies, but a fra 


grant flower to all true-hearted people in England. And 
whatever has been undertaken againſt him, has ſerved to his 
conſiderable Advantage, particularly the late helliſh Conſpi- 
racy : for that has given opportunity to abundance of good 
Counſels, which by the blefling of God will not a little 
contribute to the true Settlement of the Kingdom ; the High 
and Honourable Court of Parliament upon this occaſion, 
have afreſh, and in ſeveral reſpeRs declared their unchange- 
able Love and Loyalty to their King , in fo dangerous a 
junQure of time; partly by making a Law, that Whenſoever 
it ſhall pleaſe God to afflif# theſe Nations with the Death of the 
King, the then fitting Parliament ſhall not be thereby Diſſolved,but 
continue till the next Succeſſor according to the AF of Settlement ,c&. 
Diſſobve it ; whereby care is taken, that the Subverſion of the 
Government in Church and State, be not the immediate or 
undeniable effe& of one Fatal ftroke, orunlooke accident ; 
partly by beginning that happy National Aſſociation, whereby 
now aſter their example, the whole Nation,that is to fay,the 
D 2 greateſt, 
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greateſt, and moſt conſiderable part thereof, have freely and 
voluntarily engaged themſelves , To own and defend His Ma- 
feſty as ' their Rightful and Lawful King , againſt the late King 
James, the pretended Prince of Wales, and all other Enemies at 
home and abroad ; and that in caſe, which God forbid, the King 
ſhould be violently taken off, they will avenge by Death upon bs 
Enemies. 
Theſe things, as well as the A& for enabling rhe King to 
take and apprebend all ſuſpefFed Perſons, and to keep them in Cu- 
fody till September next, alſo the Ac for the better ſecuring bis 
Majeſty's Perſon, and ſeveral other good Laws, cannot bur 
very much-contribute to the happy Confirmation of the 
Government. And who will think but that ſeveral diſaffe&- 
ed Perſons which have been hitherto prejudiced, eicher by 
being too credulous, or having too good Opinion of the late 
King James and his Adherents, or perhaps by aſcribing a 
kind of Omnipotence to the neighbouring Idol, will now 
come to better Thoughts, if they conſider on one fide rhe 
finger of God miraculouſly working in Favour of our KING, 
particularly in ordaining ſuch a Lamp for the Lord's Anointed 
in all theſe things ; and on the other ſide to take Notice of 
what Unprincely , Unchriſtian-like, nay, Unnatural De- 
ſigns thoſe have been big with, of whom they had fo fa- 
vourable Opinion, and withal plainly ſee, how that neigh - 
bouring 1dol, notwithſtanding all the Power which he arro- 
gates to himſelf, and his Paralites flatter him withal, has now 
tor ſeveral times imagined ſuch Devices againſt our King's 
Perſon, Crown and Government, as he has not been hither- 
to, and for the future ſhall be leſs able to- perform.. The 
Credit of France, which for a great while was in but ſmall 
Repute with all the wiſe and honeſt, conſidering its In- 
triegues, Perſecutions and Violations of the Contracts of 
Peace and Alliance, will at this time be quite loſt with all 
our Confederates and other Princes of Europe, nay, even with 
the Pope and Turk himſelf, whereas the Love and Eſteem 
for our King will increaſe more and more by all Mankind. 


Thus &is Crown ſhall happily flouriſh upon Himſelf, and upon 
| the 
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the ſetled Succeſſion after him, Of all this therefore. we may | 
truly lay, This is the finger of God, 


Yes verily. it is manifeſtly the finger of God which has ſb 
miraculouſly preſerved our King, it 1s the finger of God which 
has diſcovered this Dangerous Conſpiracy, and bas delivered 
up the Men that deſigned to lift up their Hand againſt my :Lord 
the King in order to Murder him and ſubvert his Govern- 
ment. It is Ged's finger which has put his Enemies to open 
Shame, in confounding their Devices, though managed 
wich the greateſt Subtilcy imaginable. It is God's finger, 
which by a continual contrary Wind has kept back in our 
Harbours thoſe Men of War, and other Veſſels which were 
a good while before deſigned for other Places, as-if '/ he had 
from Heaven appointed their Rendezvous inthe Channel, 
and led them himſelf againſt eur Enemies, thereby to fruſtrate 
their Deſigns.. Was there not in an Inſtant ſuch a conſide- 
rable Fleet joined together, chat the very Heart of the Ene- 
my trembled at it, . It is God's finger which has inſtructed 
both Houſes of. Parliament 3 Moſes and Aaron in the Higher, 
and the Heads of the Tribes in the Lower Houſe, to take 


ſuch Meaſures'as may. effetually ſecure the Ptoſperity-of po 


theſe Kingdoms; and the happy! Government of the Lord's - 
Anointed, . It is God's free which gave them both Courage — 
and Succeſs in their Undertakings: And who dares deny, 
that it is God's finger, ſince God himlelf expreſly tells us, 
that ic is he that has done; and. farther will do it, I-have or- 
dained, &c. lays he ; and again, I ſhall clothe them, 8&c. He 
vindicates to-himſelf what is paſt, and is now, and engages 
himſelf for what ſhall be 3 His fger is [till reacht forth, and 
bu hand s ſtreicht out ſtill, even in times to come, to clothe 
bis Enemies with ſhame, and to caule the Crown of the Lord's 
Anointed to flouriſh upon himſelf: Friends: and Foes ſhall ſee 
that it is God's finger: His Friends will own it, admire it, . 
and be joyful at it, As for his Enemies, it ſhall be known 
in their Palaces that God is the. Defence of our King, and they 
ſhall own and reverence his Divine Commiffion, conſider- 
ing how.vain and dangerous it is to. reſiſt :he finger of yer 
an 
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and to kick againſt the pricks. And it they , nay and if we 


_ along with them ſhould hold our peace , will not the fones 


cry out and ſay, this is Gods finger * I meannot the inanimate 
ſtones of the plaſter which we tread upon , but the living 
ones whoſe hearts are ſtony, becauſe they are not uſed ro re- 
gard the works of the Lord,nor the operation of his Providence, 
even they will be forced to own ir all their life time, that 
Gods finger has been in all thoſe things which we have men- 
tioned, I dare fay 'that Pharacb and his Counſellors 
hearts have {mote them, and their blood has turned in their 
veins and arteries , upon the news of the diſcovery of the 
Plot, and the diſappointment of their deſigns. I may con- 


Ffidently afficm, that their thoughts have ſuggeſted them, and 


do till cell chem over and over, in a continued repetition, 
that ir 5s the finger of God , that has withſtood and hindred 
them. | 


\ If Fame: and Fambres have as much ingenuity in them 


themſelves privily to 


as the Magicians of Epgypr had , they will not be able to deny 
it. But we do not ſtay for their confeffion-,. having reaſon 
enough to miſtruſt their candor ;z but we ourſelves do own, 
declare and teſtifie, that it is the finger of God ; wherein Da- 
_ as gre us, by _ Pſal. 64. 4, that, when 
the workers of iniquity prepare themſelves that t "O4, 
ſhoot at the perfeft LEG would bit him ſuddenly and not - 
they encourage themſehou in an evil matter , commune of layi 
ſnares provily, and ſay, who ſhall ſee them,when they ſearch out im- 
quities , and accompliſh @ diligent ſearch , that both the imward 
thought of them and the beart « wery deep, if at ſuch a time their 
own tongues ſhall make them fall inſomuch that whoſo ſees them ſhall 
laugh to ſcornthen all men that ſee it ſhall ſay this has God done,for 
they ſhall perceive it that it was bu work. Now here is the ve- 
ry caſe which David | 17a Our Enemies had prepared 
oot at the Lords Anointed, to hit him 


luddenly without fear : they encouraged themſelves in an 

, Evil matter, they had laid their ſnares ſo privily, that =_ 
thought none could ſee them : they ſearche out iniquity wit 

a diligent ſearch , the thoughts and heart of every one of 

them 
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them were deep. But behold, their own Tongue made 
them fall, and they are laughtto ſcorn, Who then but muſt 
fay now, this has God done, and acknowledge it to be his 
work. Therefore let tbe righteons be gladim the Lord,and truſt 
in bim, and let all the upright in beart glory. 


Awake therefore, O Evangelical Ziow of Germany, who 
haſt in all theſe things acknowledged the finger of God , a- 
wake to adore the ſame finger that has done all this , and let 
the joy of thine heart break forth into praiſes and chankſ- 
givings. Oh that I could find words powerful enough to 
make you all truly ſenſible of the greatneſs of the late mer- 
cies, oh that your joy and praiſe could be made proportio- 
nable to the ſame ! But 1 muſt ſay, that that Salvation which 


\ 


\ 
) 


we glory in at this day, 1s greater than we can underſtand, ' 


and more excellent than can be uttered. The eaſieſt way 


to perceive the magnitude of the ſaid Benefirs, is rightly co , 


ponder the unſpeakable miſery, into which the Britamnick 1{- 
rael would have been plunged, had this helliſh Conſpiracy ta- 
ken its. effet. All would have been devolved into a Ciyil 
War, into Battle and Murder , if f6rft the Lords Anointed 
had been Murdered, and the Epyprian /ice been brought into 
England ; the Government of Church and State, the. Fown- - 
dation of all what is g00d; had been'pluck'd up ; if thoſe ri 


vers forts of neighbouring Fli:s, Locufts and Catterpillars,, 


had once ſetled them/elves in theſe Rea'ms, and by combi- 
ning with the Inhabitant Papiſts and Male-contents, had 


| 


ſpread themſelves over Church and Policy-, ovrer* Public: | 


and Private Houſes, which had it- not been for ' the'Finger 
of God might have cafily been effeted, even without 
witchcraft, whilſt Phraob and his Hoſts abroad,” and: Fannes + 
and Fambres with their tail and ſwarm here were drawing 
of the ſame Rope. Had the laft breath of ſucceſs come into - 
their wicked defign againſt our King, how ſoon would they 
4 pn ſeem Fw dry _ diſperſed without —_— 
food upon their Feet, and proved a greater Ar *; 
perhaps could have been ſulpeted. _ hs 
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- , What the' conſequence of allthis would have been is eaſt» 


ly gueſſed at,, My fleſh trembles for fear, when I think 
of the ſlaying of the Saints of Gud, how their blood would 
bave been ſpilt to the ground like water, their fleſh given to the 
fowls of the air, and their carcaſſes to the beaſt of the field, un- 
rill there had not been one Prophet more, nor any that could un- 
derſtand or teach 8be truth. I am aſtonifht to think of 
the . g/ljtering Amei, . which they would have lifred up up- 
, on the. Nobles and Worthies of chele Realms, as upon the thick 
*Trees in 8 Wood. My Bowels are troubled within me, when 
I conſider with my. telf the Abomination of Deſolation, in the 
Holy places of this Land, how the Prieſts of Baa! would have 
roared in the houſes of God, by placing their Idols in the ſame, 
than which pollution, a total ſubvertion and burning down 
| tothe ;ground, would he ; more- tolerable to us, who pray 
God-to avert both the,one-and the other. Who but mult 
tremble at-che confuſion of all crue hearted Men in Europe, 
and who can fully and - without Confteination expreſs che 
total ruin and deſtru&ion that the Subjedts and Inhabitants 
of England would have faln into. There would have been 
no means left to ſaye our very lives, unleſs we would have 
redeem'd.them with the. loſs of both our Eyes, Religion and 
Liberty, whereby the whole body Eccleſiaſtical and. Policic 
who would have been obtenebrated, and our precious Souls 
been loſt for ever, which truly would have been too dear 
' a ranſom, For if the Inhabitants of Fabeſh gilead had rea- 
, fon to think it hard to purchaſe the covenant with Nahaſh, the 


Ammonite with the loſs of their right eye,as a reproach to all Iſrael, 
, then may. the Engliſh 1a! thing it infinitely harder, to have . 
both their Eyes, the Right Eye that of Religion , and the - 


Left Eye, that of Liberty at once- pluckt out tor the favour 
* of Pharaob, and the preſervation of their lives, and part of 
their fortunes. If all the Jraelites lift up their woices and wept, 
when the Meſſengers told them the tidings, of che danger. of 
their Brethren, how ſhould we be able without horror, - and 
bizer ſorrow to think of the far greater danger that we were 


in. 


Whoever 
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Whoever could promiſe himſelfany good in it, 1s blind, 
and ignorant of Pharaohs deceit and Tyranny. But whoſoe- 
ver has once felt hs Finger, is able to judge what from bis 
whole Hand may be expeRted. If Pharaoh's Finger has been 
a whip of Scorpions to the French Proteſtants, what a Monſter 
would his hand or rather b# thickeſt Lows have proved to us, 
had he been abie to extend it. over us in England. All the 
Thraldom and Slavery that [frael ſuffered in Egypt, Afyria, 
and Babylon, and all the diſtreſs and miſery, that England 
felt ſince the perſecution of M A R Y tbe. cill the begianing 
of the happy Reign of MARY the II. of bleſſed and glori- 
ous memory, would not have ſufficed at this time. There- 
fore how great are thoſe mercies, by which we have eſca- 
ped all this. As great the miſery would have been, fo greac 
15 now the deliverance from the ſame: Hereat is our mouth 
filled with laughter and our heart rejozceth, We exclaim joy- 
fully. Pharacb and hs —_—_— did their utmoſt endeavour to 
bring forth Lice into England ; but they could not. Truly they 


could not. Pharaohs good or rather ill will was not waft— 


ting : the Conſultations were ſecret and crafty, the forces 
conſiderable. Fannes and Fambre: did facilitate the work : 
every* one ſtood at his Guard , the power of darkneſs 
was ready for our Deſtruction. Whilſt we on the other 
ſide thought our ſelves ſecure, being ignorant of all this, 
and therefore, we in the more danger, and their enterprize 
the more feaſible : there was but a Finger: breadth between the 


- King and . Death, between us and our Deſtru&ion. Only 


one Finger was in the way, which made ic ſe}F a wall for 
the Lord's Anointed and us: one Finger overturn'd all and 
diſcover'd all the Snares, I mean the Finger of him, thae 
abbors the bloody and deceitful Man, the Finger of God, which 


for-thefe Mervies we magnifie and adore wich Joy and 
Thankſgiving. 


Bleſſed be the Lord our God, who by the glorious and 


ay. Bleſſed be the Finger of his Mercy over his 
E Anointed 


| _— of his Finger has cauſed usto be joyſul in him , 
- 


_—_ _—— 


the Fi of: his! 
"Salvation uf 


low 
; power, . . . ' ' n i ,. 
28 | «ag th megſnateds of the wicked, in averting the 
_ * intended Subverſion of our Religion and Liberty, and in 


P ſalvation. Let them be further confounded, and put to ſhame that 
pf ſeek after bu ſoul, let them be for ever twrned back and brought 


o confuſion that deviſe bu burt : Letthem be as chaff before the 
ind, let their way be dark and ſlippery, that bide nets and dig 


but let the fierceneſs of man ys to thy prajſe, and. reſtrain. tha, 


Finally O Lord Jeſus, do. thou fave all thy People, and 
bleſs chine inheritance. Govern them and lift them up for 
ever, and\make us all to be numbred with thy Saints nu 
ry Everlaſting. 
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